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SIDE CUTTING CAN OPENER WITH A
DOUBLE GRIP

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

This invention relates to a side cutting can opener with a
double grip, particularly to one having a double grip to be
easily gripped to close for clamping the lip of a can, and
easily rotate a rotatable grip for cutting the annular side of
the upper lid of a can.

A side cutting can opener is used to cut an outer edge of
the lip of a can. In performing cutting operation, a pull wheel
moved by a grip and a cutter clamp an inner and outer edge
of the lip of an upper (or lower) end of a can, and then the
grip is held on the outer edge of the lip of the can with one
hand, and a rotatable grip, fixed on the grip and moving with
the same axis with the pull wheel, is rotated with another
hand. Then the pull wheel moves along the inner edge of the
lip of the can, by rotation of the rotatable grip, and the cutter
moves along and cut the outer edge of the lip of the can so
that the cut-off portion of the can may form a can cap
possible to over on the opened portion. Further, the cutter
does not extend in the can, with the food in the can not
becoming dirty. So the can opener of this structure is better
hygienically than conventional can openers.

The side cutting can opener operates firstly to clamp the
lip edge of a can and then rotating the rotatable grip for
cutting the outer edge of the can. Conventional side cutting
can openers are classified into two kinds, a single grip and
a double grip. Those of the single grip uses a rotatable grip
for clamping the lip edge of a can by controlling a pull wheel
in moving laterally. Then in clamping the lip edge of a can
the rotatable grip has to be turned back, enlarging the gap
between the pull wheel and the cutter for the lip edge of the
can to move therein, and then the rotatable grip is turned
forward again to shorten the gap between the pull wheel and
the cutter to clamp the lip edge of the can more tightly so as
to begin cutting precess, resulting in inconvenient handling.
In addition, clamping action often fails.

As to the conventional side cutting can opener with the
double grip has the double grip located at the right horizontal
side for clamping, and the rotatable grip, moving with the
same axis as the pull wheel, is operated on the double grip,
so the other hand rotating the rotatable grip has to be
elevated a little higher than the hand holding the double grip.
Therefore a user feels very tiresome in rotating the rotatable
grip. Traditional upside cutting can openers with double
grips instead of side cutting, have a double grip vertically
closed, far better for most consumers to use. But those with
the double grip being clamped horizontally is not so suitable
for most consumers.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The purpose of the invention is to offer a side cutting can
opener with double grips, having the double grip being
closed in a vertical direction instead of a horizontal
direction, and a rotatable grip located at the right side of the
double grip for convenience of use by common consumers.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

This invention will better understood by referring to the
accompanying drawings, wherein:

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a side cutting can opener
with a double grip in the present invention;

FIG. 2 is an exploded perspective view of the side cutting
can opener with a double grip in the present invention;

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

2

FIG. 3 is a side view of the side cutting can opener with
a double grip in the present invention, with two grips spread
open, not clamping a can;

FIG. 4 is an upper view of a cross-section of line 4—4 in
FIG. 3,

FIG. 5 is a side cross-sectional view of line 4—4 in FIG.
3;

FIG. 6 is a side view of the two grips closed for clamping
in the present invention;

FIG. 7 is an upper view of a cross-section of line 7—7 in
FIG. 6,

FIG. 8 is side cross-sectional view of line 7—7 in FIG. 6;

FIG. 9 is a side cross-sectional view of the side cutting can
opener with a double grip in the present invention, in cutting
a can; and,

FIG. 10 is an enlarged view of the cutting part marked P
in FIG. 9.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
PREFERRED EMBODIMENT

Aside cutting can opener with a double grip in the present
invention, as shown FIGS. 1 and 2, includes a double grip
10 having two—an upper and a lower—grips 15 and 11, a
circular cutter 20 to be positioned at an outer edge of a lip
of a can clamped by the two grips 15, 11 when the two grips
15, 11 are closed against each other, a pull wheel 30 to be
positioned in an inner edge of the lip of a can forming a
pliers mouth with the cutter 20, and a rotatable grip 40
rotated manually to force a blade 23 of the cutter 20 move
along and cut an outer edge of the lip of a can.

The double grip 10 is combined with the cutter 20 by
means of a cutter cavity 12 formed in a side of a combine
end of the lower grip 11 and a position hole 13 formed
vertical to the cutter cavity 12. After the cutter 12 with a
gasket 21 are placed in the cutter cavity, a cutter shaft 22 is
inserted through the position hole 13 and a center hole of the
cutter 12 and the gasket 21, keeping the cutter 20 and the
gasket 21 in place securely. Thus the cutter 20 is positioned
in its place comparatively stabilized by means of the gasket
21 and the cutter shaft 22.

Next, the double grip 10 is combined with the pull wheel
30 by means of a shaft portion 31 of the pull wheel 30
orderly fitted around by a sleeve 32, a gasket 34, a coil spring
33 and another gasket 34. Then the shaft portion 31 passes
through a center shaft hole 114 of the lower grip 11. As the
diameter of the shaft hole 114 only allows the shaft portion
31 to extend therein, the sleeve 32, the spring 33 and the two
gaskets 34, 34 remain in a straight hole 14 of a larger
diameter in the combine end of the lower grip 11 than the
shaft hole 114. Further, after the shaft portion 31 passes
through the lower grip 11, it passes through a shaft hole 16
in a combine end of an upper grip 15 and a number of buffer
gaskets 34 (maybe four, the front most and the rear most are
flat, and the intermediate two are dish-shaped with back
against back) and then screwed tightly with a nut 35.
Therefore, the upper grip 15 and the lower grip 11 of the
double grip 10 can be closed vertically to each other or
spread to part farther from each other, as shown in FIG. 3,
with the shaft portion 31 of the pull wheel 30 functioning as
a shaft.

The pull wheel 30 is combined with the rotatable grip 40
by means of the nut 35 of a non-round shape to fit immov-
ably in a nut hole 41 formed in the rotatable grip 40 so that
a wheel surface 36 of the pull wheel and the blade 23 of the
cutter 20 may function as a pliers to respectively clamp the
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inner edge 510 and the outer edge 511 of the lip 51 of a can
50 as shown in FIGS. 9 and 10 during cutting operation of
the can opener. And the rotatable grip 40 is located at one
end of the pull wheel 30, having the same axis as the pull
wheel. So when the rotatable grip 40 is rotated, the wheel
surface 36 moves along the inner edge 510 of the lip 51 of
the can 50, forcing the blade 23 of the cutter 20 move along
and cut the outer edge 511 of the lip 51 of the can 50 at the
same time, performing cutting action of the can opener. In
addition, a U-shaped support rod 37 provided at the same
side of the pull wheel 30 functions to protect the pull wheel
30.

The main improvement of the present invention is the
structure of the double grip 10 in closing and spreading
action, by means of the upper grip 15 and the lower grip 11
and the combine ends 15A and 11A of the two grips 15 and
11. The combine ends 15A and 11A are respectively pro-
vided with an upper ratchet wheel 150 and a lower ratchet
wheel 110 made of an anti-wear metal, formed integral with
the upper and the lower grip 15, 11.

The upper ratchet wheel 150 has a plurality of ratchet
teeth 151, (four in this embodiment, but not limited in its
number) spaced apart in an annular shape on an end surface
facing the lower ratchet wheel 110, and a fan-shaped Posi-
tion wall 152 provided to stand upright on an upper surface.
Further, each ratchet tooth 151 has a sloped guide face 153
in a radial direction or a clockwise direction, as shown in
FIG. 2.

The lower ratchet wheel 110 also has a plurality of ratchet
teeth 111 as those 151 of the upper ratchet wheel 150, and
a fan-shaped position groove 112 of the same length as the
fan-shaped position wall 152 of the upper ratchet wheel 150
for the same wall 152 to fit therein for limiting movement of
the both ratchet wheels 110 and 150.

When the double grip 10 is manually closed up or spread
open, it has two kinds of engaging conditions, which is to be
described below.

The first kind of engaging condition is shown in FIGS. 3,
4 and 5, with the upper and the lower grip 15 and 11 being
in a spread open condition (in fact, this condition is a
preparatory one before this can opener begins to cut open a
can). Then the upper ratchet wheel 150 and the lower ratchet
wheel 110 are engaging with each other, in other words, the
ratchet teeth 151 and 111 fit in gaps formed between every
two ratchet teeth 151 and 111, forced by the coil spring 33
elastically pushing the lower ratchet wheel 110 to move to
contact the upper ratchet wheel 150, with the pull wheel 30
staying immovable, not to move laterally. The cutter 20
moves to the upper ratchet wheel 150, moving together with
the lower grip 11 to the position shown in FIG. 5, with the
gap between them being the largest for them to stride the lip
51 of a can 50, and with the wheel surface 36 of the pull
wheel 30 and the blade 23 of the cutter 20 respectively
resting on the inner edge 510 and the outer edge 511 of the
lip 51 of the can 50, as shown in FIGS. 9 and 10.

The second kind of the engaging condition is shown in
FIGS. 6, 7 and 8, with the upper and the lower grip 15 and
11 being manually closed (in fact, this condition is for
cutting operation). Then the upper and the lower ratchet
wheel 150 and 110 are moved to change their location, with
the ratchet teeth 151 and 111 contacting with each other, and
then the lower ratchet wheel 110 of the lower grip 11
compressing the spring 33 to form a gap A with the upper
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ratchet wheel 150 as shown in FIG. 8. Therefore, the gap
between the pull wheel 30 and the cutter 20 is shortened to
permit the pull wheel 30 and the cutter 20 clamp the lip 51
of the can 5 as shown in FIGS. 9 and 10, and the rotatable
grip 40 can be directly rotated force the cutter 20 to cut the
can lid off.

As can be understood from the above description, the can
opener in the present invention has the effect of cutting an
outer edge of a can lid, and its important feature is spreading
and closing movement of the upper and the lower grip 15
and 11 for clamping the lip of a can at the upper side and at
the lower side, in the same manner as the conventional can
opener with two grips so as to suit the habit of consumers in
operation. Further, the rotatable grip moving in the same
axis as the pull wheel is located at the right side of the double
grip so that when a user performs cutting operation with this
can opener, the user may do it with ease and convenience. In
addition, the vertical closing of the upper and the lower grip
and the gap adjusting structure of the cutter and the pull
wheel are not seen in the conventional can openers.

While the preferred embodiment of the invention has been
described above, it will be recognized and understood that
various modifications may be made therein and the
appended claims are intended to cover all such modifications
which may fall within the spirit and scope of the invention.

I claim:

1. A side cutting can opener with a double grip compris-
ing:

said double grip consisting of an upper grip and a lower
grip in a horizontal position each of said upper and
lower grips having a combine end,;

a circular cutter positioned in said combine end of one of
said upper and lower grips, to clamp an outer edge of
a lip of a can, and used to cut the outer edge of the lip
of the can;

a pull wheel forming a clamp gap with said cutter in
performing cutting operation, having a shaft portion
passing through said combine ends of said two grips, a
coil spring fitting around said shaft portion and to
elastically pushing a lower one of said two combine
ends, which then move to contact with each other;

a U-shaped support rod fixed on a side of said lower grip
for protecting said pull wheel;

a rotatable grip fixed with an outer end of said pull wheel,
forcing said pull wheel to move along an inner edge of
the lip of the can and also forcing said cutter to move
along and cut the outer edge of the lip of the can in
performing cutting operation; and,

characterized by said upper and lower grips of said double
grip being located one on the other, said combine ends
of said upper and lower grips facing inward to each
other and respectively provided with a ratchet wheel,
each said ratchet wheel having a plurality of ratchet
teeth spaced apart in an annular shape on an upper
surface thereof, each said ratchet tooth having a sloped
side in a radial direction, one of said ratchet wheels
having a fan-shaped upright position wall and the other
of said ratchet wheels having a position groove of the
same length as said fan-shaped position wall for receiv-
ing said position wall so as to limit said two ratchet
wheels in movement, said two ratchet wheels of said
upper and lower grips having said ratchet teeth engag-
ing with one another to shorten a gap between said two
ratchet wheels and then widen a gap between said
cutter and said pull wheel so as to let the lip of the can
fit in said gap when said upper and lower grips are
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spread open, said ratchet teeth of said two ratchet

wheels moved to face one another to let said gap

between said cutter and said pull wheel shortened to let

the lip of the can clamped by said cutter and said pull

wheel for cutting the outer edge of the lip of the can
when said upper and lower grips are closed up.

2. The side cutting can opener with a double grip as

claimed in claim 1, wherein said cutter and said pull wheel

are located under said combine end of said lower grip, and

6

said rotatable grip is located on said upper grip, with the
rotatable grip being in different location from said cutter and
said pull wheel.

3. The side cutting can opener with a double grip as
claimed in claim 1, wherein said ratchet wheels are made of
a metal of anti-wear and respectively formed integral with
said upper and lower grips.
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