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(7) ABSTRACT

A multi-piece golf ball includes a rubbery elastic core, a
cover having a plurality of dimples on the surface thereof,
and at least one intermediate layer between the core and the
cover. The intermediate layer is composed of a resin material
which is harder than the cover. The elastic core has a
hardness which gradually increases radially outward from
the center to the surface thereof. The center and surface of
the elastic core have a hardness difference of at least 18
JIS-C hardness units. This construction and combination of
features improve the distance of the ball when struck with a
driver, provide the ball with excellent spin characteristics
and thus good controllability on approach shots, and gives
the ball a good feel on impact, enabling the ball to meet the
high expectations of skilled golfers.
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